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We are mathematicians 
You can use the following websites to assist your child in their 
learning as these are the strategies we will be teaching. 

• Division using chunking 
https://www.theschoolrun.com/what-chunking 

•Addition and Subtraction 
https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/maths/primary-addition-
subtraction/ 

•Fractions 
https://thirdspacelearning.com/blog/how-to-teach-fractions-
for-kids/ 

•2D shape and sorting 
https://thirdspacelearning.com/blog/what-are-2d-shapes/ 

•Direction and Position  
https://education.gov.scot/improvement/scotland-learns/
numeracy-and-mathematics-activities/back-to-school-
position-movement-and-location-primary/ 

How you can help your child at home  

Reading 

Children are encouraged to read in and outside of school. All  
year groups have access to ‘Bug Club’ and the school library. 

Library books will be sent home and are expected to be 
brought in each day to read. Children are expected to read 

every night.  
Students are also encouraged to use Times Tables Rock Stars 

and Bug Club at least one a week. 

Google Classroom 

Google classroom will continue to be a platform for remote 
learning; additional resources will be uploaded on there. This 

will enable you to see what your child has been learning in 
class but also gives you the opportunity to talk through their 
learning with them. Additionally, homework will be set each 

week on Friday and expected back in on the following     
Wednesday —this will be given out on paper in a homework 

folder which must be returned.  

Spellings 
You can access each week’s spellings on Google Classroom or 

they will be sent home on paper.  
Please practice these at home with your child.  

Hello and welcome back to Year 4! We hope you have enjoyed your half-term break and are happy to be 

back at school. This newsletter will inform you of what your child will be learning in the up-coming weeks. 

This half term our topic is: 

Passport to Europe 

We are authors 
For our English this half term, we will be looking at two main 
areas.  
 

The first will be Novel as a Theme.   
In this topic the children will explore the novel ‘Around the 
World in Days’ by Jules Verne and compare it the clips from the 
BBC adaption. They will complete reading activities to explore 
the texts themes and the thoughts and feelings of the charac-
ters. They will develop grammatical skills including fronted ad-
verbials for where and the correct use of apostrophes. The 
children will then write their own story based off the plot.    
 

Then, the children will be focusing on non-chronological      
reports. They will listen to, read and discuss a range of non-
fiction in different forms e.g. advertisements, formal speeches, 
leaflets, magazines, electronic texts. They will look into how 
these are structured and practice retrieving information by 
scanning for dates, numbers or names. The students will then 
work on ensuring the use of Standard English, particularly 
around the use of ‘were’ and ‘was’. They will then plan and 
write their own non-fiction text with a focus on the audience, 
purpose and structure of the text.  
 

We will be completing weekly spelling, punctuation and    
grammar (SPaG). These activities  will focus on one particular 
area of punctuation and grammar so children can then transfer 
the skills learnt to other areas of their curriculum. For example, 
one week we may be focusing on identifying the subject and 
object in a sentence. There will also be weekly guided reading 
groups focussed on reading comprehension.  
 
Class Book: we will be reading ‘The Abominables’ by Eve      
Ibbotson.  

Other Information 
 

Homework 
Homework will be sent home every Friday to be brought in the 
following Wednesday. This will consist of work which is printed 

and sent home in their homework folder.   
 

PE 
PE will change this term. It will be Wednesday and Thursday. 

Please send your child in in PE kit with a school jumper.  



 
Passport to Europe 

 
 

Geography 
We are geographers: 

In geography, the class will be exploring the Italian region of 
Tuscany. We will learn about the geography of Europe as a 
whole as well. The children will learn about the climate of the 
region and other physical geography features such as the 
mountains, rivers, and landscape. They will learn about the 
settlements, economy and tourism of the area and compare 
the region to familiar areas of the UK. They will explore the 
area using maps and images, and learn about stereotypes and 
generalising, as well as comparing their lives to that of chil-
dren living in Tuscany.  
 
 
 

 

R.E. 
What is trust? 

How do we show trust? 
Who do we trust? Why? 
Why is trust important? 

Why did Judas betray Jesus? 
What does it mean to betray someone? 

How does it feel to be betrayed? 
What is forgiveness? 

Have you ever forgiven someone? 
Have you experienced being forgiven? 

Art 

We are artists: 

In art we will be developing the learning from geography by 

exploring flags, and drawing and painting landmarks from 

around Europe as well as the region of Tuscany (the    

Leaning Tower of  Pisa). 

We will then use the 

drawings and paintings of 

flags and landmarks in 

Europe to create a class 

collage of Europe.  Computing (ICT) 
We are sound technicians  

 
In computing, the children will be learning about sound tech-
nology. They will record their own sounds. They will also edit 
pre-existing sounds experiment with capturing, repeating and 

sequencing sound patterns.  
 

They will also look at online safety, focussing on how to rec-
ognise and report inappropriate behaviour.   

 

Music  
We are musicians: 

 
 

In music, we will be learning to sing ‘Lean on me’ and to use 
improvise and compose with instruments to play along with 
the song. This will also develop music reading skills. We will 

also listen to a wide range of music focussing on which      
instruments are being played, where it might be from, when 

it might be from and what musical style it is.  

PSHE  
 

Who helps us stay healthy and safe? - recognising people who’s 
responsibility it is to keep them safe and how 

It's your right - exploring the rights of children  

How do we make a difference? - exploring rules 

In the news! - how news can vary and impact peoples’     opinions 

Safety in numbers—discuss bystanders  

Logo quiz—identifying logos of organisation 

Harold's expenses—managing money 

PE (Boccia) 

In PE year 4 will be exploring the sport of Boccia. This is a 
sport which is played in the Paralympics. It involves aiming a 
ball at a target by throwing, bowling, or rolling with your foot.  
Pupils will develop their accuracy in moving a ball in a variety 
of ways and develop tactics within 
these games.  

Class Email Contact: 
Mr Mc Morrow: year4@poulton-le-sands.lancs.sch.uk 


